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various ways than any of Ms contemporaries, though in culture
he may have been hardly equal to some of those already
mentioned. There was much public satisfaction when he
received the honour of knighthood. Bhao Daji was a man
belonging to a different class of society, and his fame had
reference to learning. He had that passion for antiquarian
research which though not unknown among the Natives is yet
comparatively rare with them, and is more generally found
among studious Europeans. He not only studied the classical
languages of his country, but also visited the antique remains
and strove to read the lessons which they present to succeeding
generations. Further his knowledge extended to some branches
of science, and on the whole he was the most eminent Native
intellectually of that time in western India.

It is remarkable that while the Mahratta Brahmins were
chiefly observable in politics and administration, the men most
prominent in works of public usefulness were either Parsis or else
Gujeratis belonging to the Jain religion and to the commercial
profession.

Prominent among those possessing original character was
David Sassoon, a Jew. His native place was Bagdad, but his
family had left Turkish Arabia many years previously and were
naturalized in Bombay. He amassed a large fortune in trade,
and his firm became one of the wealthiest in British India. At
this time he was bestowing a munificent gift on the foundation
of a hospital and dispensary at Poona for Europeans and Natives.
When laying the foundation stone Sir Bartle Frere addressed htm
in suitable terms, to which he replied by reading a short address
in Arabic. He was then advanced in years, and his grave coun-
tenance, commanding figure, rich turban and flowing robes, made
up a picture worth beholding. His family have subsequently
won much esteem in Bombay for works of public usefulness,
and set a good example by building synagogues and schools for
their own people. His eldest son became Sir Albert Sassoon,
and is now residing in England.                   *

The man whom Frere himself would probably have chosen as
the most truly noteworthy character of that sera, was Karsundas